
Dear Friend,

2020 marked fifteen years for Paso Pacífico! In spite 
of all the challenges, thanks to partners like you, we 
reached this milestone. I am so grateful to everyone who 
has enabled this. You helped save critically endangered 
wildlife, and you helped us lead the way in community-
based conservation in the dry tropical forest of Central 
America — even in 2020. Thank you for your support. 

Like you, I started 2020 in a relatively ordinary way. 
In February, I visited El Salvador to scope out new proj-
ects and then, for the first time in two years, joyfully 
returned to Nicaragua. There, the team and I (above) 
enjoyed a meal and discussed our long-term vision and 
commitment to continuing the work to build connection 
with nature through wildlife corridors. Throughout the 
trip, I heard rumblings about a new virus. In the follow-
ing weeks, COVID-19 transformed the world, and in 
June, it took from us a team member — brilliant young 
collaborating ornithologist, Luis Fernando Díaz Chávez. 
Losses like these hit hard in our small organization. 
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With gratitude,

Sarah M. Otterstrom, Ph.D. 
Founder & Executive Director

Yet, with our small size, we are able to stay nimble. As 
you’ll read in this report, we pivoted to serve communities 
more while continuing to protect nature. We sent human-
itarian aid to hundreds to families, adapted the Junior 
Ranger program for distance learning, visited our parrot 
conservation programs in El Salvador, continued our sea 
turtle work (above), continued habituation of a critically 
endangered Salvadoran spider monkey, and more. 

Paso Pacífico was able to persist during this difficult 
year because of the outpouring of generosity of support-
ers like you, and it made a difference. Thank you!
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Dear Friend,

Thank you for supporting communities and 
wildlife through Paso Pacífico in 2020 and (this 
applies to some of you) for the past fifteen years!

As Board President, I am so proud of the Paso 
Pacífico team and their efforts to care for the com-
munities we serve during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
For example, in March, the Junior Rangers’ teachers 
pivoted to share handwashing methods and distrib-
ute soap. Later, they taught environmental lessons 
to families via cell phones and visited homes to pick 
up the children’s homework. These efforts show 
their resourcefulness and commitment to the Junior 
Rangers and to the natural world we seek to protect. 

Donors like you made it possible for us to keep 
everyone employed. Despite the crisis, our wildlife 
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Christy Reich 
Board President

teams continued to work, monitoring endangered species 
outdoors. With strict border controls, they saw wildlife 
poaching decrease. Through donors’ help, they were able 
to protect the most parrot nests ever in the history of our 
program! 

In addition, our community rangers and partner orga-
nizations helped distribute food aid to the most needy 
families in communities in Nicaragua and El Salvador. This 
people-first approach is part of who we are and why you sup-
port our work. Thank you again for coming on this journey 
with us.

2020 Financial Statement

Annual Support & Revenue

Foundation Grants $246,980
Individual Donations $518,658
U.S. Government Grants $13,900
Interest & Other Revenue $20,400
Total $799,938

Annual Expenses

Programs $441,726
Administrative $103,175
Fundraising $158,298
Total $703,199
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Thank You to Our 2020 Supporters!
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What You Helped 
Achieve in 2020
41,728 pieces (2,901 lbs)  
of trash picked up during  
the International Coastal Cleanup  
in Nicaragua

Over 90 Junior Rangers 
participated in activities

276 bird species observed 
during citizen science bird counts

31 rangers from local communities 
employed year round

1 nest of cyanoptera 
macaws saved

39 critically endangered 
baby parrots saved in  

12 nests

960 hours of habituating black-

handed spider monkeys across  
five sites in El Salvador

2543 baby sea turtles saved 

70 families received  
bags of fresh oysters grown by  

two women’s oyster 
farming cooperatives



Emily Barstad
Clay Baumung
Kim Beard
Wolfgang Bechstein*
Ruth Bennett
Felice & Andrew Berenson**
Sandra Berríos-Torres & Brad Zlotnick
Amy Bishop
Ellen Blackstone
Florence Blecher*
Stuart Bloom
Linda Bobolia
Eduardo & Helena Boné-Moron
Sara Boyle

Madelyn Brewer
Thomas Bridge
Hal Brindley & Cristina Garcia
Susan Brown
Kathleen Browning
Celestyn Brozek
Brita & Stephen Bruemmer*
Emilio Bruna
Anita Bunter
Valerie & Arthur Burke
Norris Burkes
Jessica Burton
Kelli & Kevin Byrne
Alexa Calfee & Kevin Duffy
Vickie & Kevin Campbell
Catherine Cartier
Charles Casey
Cathy Castillo-Espinosa
Delphine Cathcart
Richard Cegelski
J. Kim Chaix
Mei Chan
David G. Chase & Anne Fitzgerald

Dr. Robin L. Chazdon &  
    Dr. Robert K. Colwell*
Kelley Chew
Nicole Chung
Kathy Adams Clark
Christopher Clark*
Angela Clinton
Mike Collins
Nancy Collins
Allison Connor
Bernie & Darlene Conway
Kristen Conway & Kristen Conway-Gomez
Kenneth Copenhaver
Ivania Cornejo
Mimi Corsaro*
Alex Cousins
Lynn Crew & Aaron Miller**
Stacy Crooks
Virginia Dallas-Dull*
Somnath Datta
Alexis & Tom Davis
Redrick de Leon
Suzy Deese
Karen DeHart
Wolfgang Demisch
Sue DeRogatis
Dawood Dhada
Rodolfo Dirzo
Veena & Raj Doddakashi
Ellene & Jason Donaldson*
Jade & Todd Doolittle
Sandra Doughty
Lynette Du Mont
Barbara Duerksen
Molly Dupin
Grace Robinson**
Wendy Eiby
Megan Elliott
Norm & Christine Engstrom*
Joe & Gina Esherick
Joy Evanns
Josephine & Ross Falvo**
Teresa Fanucchi
Barbara Farrell & Robert Maddison
Joyce Feinberg

Lynn Fischer**
Bonnie Flamer
Glenn Forchione
Glen Fox
Patricia France
Lila & Dines Francese*
William & Amy Freund
Alison Fuller
Gina Fullerton
Karen Fung
Jane Furchgott & Charles Munch*
Michelle Gadd
Tom Galdabini & Colleen Waterhouse*
Siria Gamez
Rodolfo Garay
Carlos Garcia
Karen Garcia*
Lynn Gardner
Leila Gass**
Angie Gerst
John Gerwin
Sooni Gillett & Nik Strong-Cvetich
Liz Gillingham
Andrea Glass
Grace Glick
Deborah Goldstein
Oscar Gomez
Jennifer K. Grenier
Teresa Griffin
Doris López Guillen
David Gullette

List of Donors, Continued

Key:              *   multiple donations              **    monthly donors              †    staff             ∞    board



Marcela Gutierrez
Katherine & Brooks Guyer
Jennifer & Mark Gwin
Evis F. Haake**
Donna Halleran
Deborah Hanley
Andrea Hansen
Amy Hansen
Justine B. Hanson
Karen Hawkey
Linda Hawkins
Kellie Hayden
Jane Hayes
Douglas Haynes & Renata Solan*
Lauren Helton
Donna Hemmert & Kurt Bavmann
Annika Herdtle
Tess Herman**

Adrienne Hickman
Jennifer Hicks**
Rachel Hilliard
Silvia & Ted Hillyer
Osvel Hinojosa-Huerta
Sally Hinshaw*
Holly Hinton & Violet Hebb
Loren Hintz
Kelly Hogan
Camille Holly*
Deborah Holt
Richard Hough
Peter Houlihan
Paige Hoyt
Kathleen Hudson
Carly & Bob Huey
Michael Imwalle
Carl James
Kate Jeffus
Grace & Zach Jensen
Robert Jensen
Eugene Jo
Catherine Jones
Frank Joyce & Katy VanDusen
Richard Joyce & Maina Handmaker

Nancy Kaawe*
Danielle Kaschube
David King
Rita Kirabo
Jennifer & Sven Klein
Amy Koch
Woodwyn Koons & Dmitri Siegel
Steven Krival
My-Lan Le
Carol & Ken Leandro
Lora Leavy
Jenna Lee
David Lee
David & Pamela Lee
Frank Lehman
Robert Lerner & Diane Varney
John Phillip Lipsky
Alison Locke
Erin Loury**
Rosemary Low
Andrew Lower
Caroline & Dave Lujan
Inti Luna**
Kelly Lyons
Sara MacCracken
Joline Macfarlan
Bob MacWilliams
Christine Major
Roberto Manduchi & Jennifer Zukovsky*
Deborah Martin
Nancy Martin
Vance Martin
Sanders Marvin & Gabriela Garay*
Joanne McBirney
Sarah McDermott
Kirsten McGregor & Michael Hewes*
Shelly McLaughlin
Meredith McMinn
Kathryn B. McQuade

Minna Mendelson
Matt Mendenhall
Freddy E. Mendes
Teresa Mendoza
Megan Miller
Christine Miller
Suchanda Mookherjee
Linda Mutch
Jane Myers
Stacey Nagra
Maurizio Navarra
Grace Nelson
Patricia Neville
Peter & Carolyn Nichols
Carol & Rob Norris
Russ Norvell*
Alice O’Connor**
Nancy O’Hara
Julie Oatfield
Eric Olson*
Sezen Onat
Cathryn Ory*
Joel Otterstrom*
Samuel & Lori Otterstrom
Paul & Kristina Otterstrom**
Celeste Benham Parry
Dushyant & Rina Patel
Emily & James Patterson
William Pearson
Glenn Peers
Martin Perlmutter*
Rain Perry
Robert Persons
Nicholas Peters
Michael Petriello
Lauren Phillips
Linda & Ron Phillips*
Karen Pickering
Kristi Piotrowski
Cristiana Pizzuti
Kate Potter
Wendy & Byron Powell*
Mariel Pratz-Albert
John Preissing
Karen Presser
Beth Pringle

List of Donors, Continued

Key:              *   multiple donations              **    monthly donors              †    staff             ∞    board

©
V

incent Rom
era

©
Soul of Photography / Teresa C

onahan D
ecking



Once COVID-19 gripped the world, vulnerable fami-
lies in rural Central America also struggled with soaring 
food prices. But givers helped us spring into action. Gener-
ous donations helped hundreds of families in three coun-
tries—Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala.

•  Our rangers delivered food packages to 270 partic-
ularly vulnerable families in Nicaragua’s Paso del Istmo. 
The American Nicaraguan Foundation and Fundación 
Nica France helped the food packages stretch for up to six 
months! Moreover, partnering with the PRBB Founda-
tion, we included oysters in the first round of food pack-
ages. These fresh oysters, produced by local women’s oyster 
farming cooperatives, provided vital protein to recipients 
and much-anticipated income to the oyster women. 

•  Our staff also delivered 3D-printed face shields to 
public hospitals and rural medical clinics in Nicaragua. 
A California student group called STEMbassadors pro-
duced 200 shields, and a donor covered shipping costs. 

•  In El Salvador, we worked with ADETCO to dis-

tribute food aid to coastal communities. We also 
assisted with a local art contest whose prizes included 
gift certificates to grocery stores.

•  New donors Richard and Laura Thielscher 
helped expand our reach to Guatemala! With Parro-
quia la Natividad, we are now sharing childhood nutri-
tion monitoring, gardening supplies, and monthly food 
packages with approximately 450 families. 

These partnerships demonstrate the power of col-
lective action to save lives. Generous donors, mindful 
foundations, and clever students all came together to 
assist Mesoamerican communities during a challeng-
ing time. Thank you to all who helped.

Spotlight: Humanitarian Aid
“What you do for yourself dies with 
you when you leave this world, what 
you do for others lives on forever.”

— Ken Robinson
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Founded in 2005, Paso Pacífico’s mission 
is to restore and conserve the natural 
ecosystems of Central America’s Pacific 
Slope by collaborating with landowners, local 
communities and involved organizations to 
promote ecosystem conservation.
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Founder and Executive Director

Kim Williams-Guillén, Ph.D.
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Follow @pasopacifico on social media:
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pasopacifico.org/donate

El Salvador
C/o FUNZEL
Resd. Altos de la Cima, Calle #2
Casa No. 21, Antiguo Cuscátlan

USA
P.O. Box 1244 
Ventura, CA 93002-1244
Phone: +1-805-643-7044

Nicaragua
Carretera a Masaya Km 12.4
Residencial Villas del Prado
Casa No. 7
Managua
Phone: +505–2279–7072

We are deeply grateful to the organizations, foundations, and 
businesses that generously supported Paso Pacífico in 2020.

U.S.-based 501(c)(3), EIN 20-3396421 
General email: info@pasopacifico.org


