
2 0 1 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

PASO PACÍFICO
10 Years MAKING CONNECTIONS FOR CONSERVATION





Founded in 2005, Paso Pacífico’s mission is to 
restore and conserve the natural ecosystems 
of Central America’s Pacific slope by collabo-
rating with landowners, local communities 
and involved organizations to promote eco-
system conservation.
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Follow us on social media:

Dear Friends,

Thanks to your friendship and support, we saw many successes in our 
conservation programs in 2015. A pair of threatened yellow-naped 
Amazon parrots successfully reared three chicks in one of our artificial 
parrot boxes, which were set up (left) two years ago to provide habitat 
for this threatened species. We saw over one hundred children grad-
uate from our Junior Ranger program, and thanks to new partnerships 
with the private sector we were able to expand sea turtle protection 
efforts to more beaches. We also made a major step towards building 
the Paso del Istmo Biological Corridor by placing a financial deposit on 
the purchase of a forest property located at the core of the corridor in 
southwest Nicaragua.

Unfortunately, the 2015 year was also marked by hardship due to the 
El Niño climate phenomenon that led to a severe drought, impacting 
hundreds of the tree seedlings we planted earlier in the year and 
leaving both wildlife and local communities without water. By the year's 
end, we were witnessing an unprecedented monkey die-off where 
dozens of howler monkeys were found sick or dead. Our conservation 
science director, Dr. Kim Williams-Guillén, put together an international 
emergency response team to identify the cause of mortality while we 
worked with our Junior Rangers to alleviate the suffering of wildlife by 
providing water and food for the animals. This sort of crisis reminds 
us that we are needed in Nicaragua, which is the largest country in 
Central America but has the lowest level of conservation programs in 
the region.

As we reflect on the 2015 year, we are also taking a moment to pause 
and consider that it is the year we celebrate our ten-year mark as an 
organization. It is hard to believe that a whole decade has passed! It is 
so humbling to look back and think of all the people who have made 
this milestone possible. From the beginning, volunteers and friends 
stepped up to help design projects, write grants, and give time. Our 
active Board of Directors has provided direction and helped us deter-
mine the path forward, and committed staff such as Liza González 
joined the organization in Nicaragua from early on. Finally, generous 
donors have provided us with the trust and resources to propel us 
through the years. We are sincerely grateful to you all.

Time really does fly when you are having fun.

Gratefully,

Sarah Otterstrom
Executive Director
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17,397
sea turtle hatchlings released 

thanks to our protection

22,080
hours spent by Junior Rangers 

monitoring wildlife (citizen science)

30,200
native trees planted

229
number of yellow-naped  

Amazon parrots in long-term  
bird monitoring program

49,040
hours that rangers protected 

forests and beaches 60%
percent increase in  

spider monkey densities

3939 birds,
163 species

birds observed at Christmas Bird Count



Paso Pacífico founder and Executive Director Sarah Otterstrom was elected 
an Ashoka Fellow and received this award at a ceremony in Mexico City 
in November 2015. This recognition is for the groundbreaking work that 
Paso Pacífico is doing to connect government, private and citizen sectors in 
Nicaragua to the natural world. The Ashoka organization was started in 1980 
as a way to connect and empower innovative social entrepreneurs.
An Ashoka Fellowship is a lifetime award and enables both Dr. Otterstrom 
and Paso Pacífico to link with a global network of Ashoka Fellows who are 
developing cutting‑edge approaches to society's biggest problems. As a part 
of the Ashoka network, Paso Pacífico will have opportunities to participate in 
trainings to strengthen our organization and work with experts in the field of 
social entrepreneurship to build strategies for scaling our programs. 
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This past fall, more than 200 people came together to celebrate Paso Pacífico’s ten-year 
anniversary. Joyful celebrations were held in both Nicaragua and the United States.  

We sincerely thank everyone who has helped us reach this milestone.

10th Anniversary 
Celebrations

Thank You to Our Celebration Sponsors
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A n n u a l  S u p p o r t  &  R e v e n u e

Foundation Grants	 $808,537
Event Revenue	 $13,011
Individual Donations	 $198,951
Corporate Contributions	 $6,112
U.S. Government Grants	 $58,856
In-Kind Contributions	 $82,342
Interest & Other Revenue	 $33,062
Total	 $1,200,871

T H A N K  YO U !        G R A C I A S !

A n n u a l  E x p e n s e s

Program	 $858,446
Administrative	 $119,890
Fundraising	 $218,682
Total	 $1,197,018

[Thank You! with pretty animal picture]¡
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USA
P. O. Box 1244  •  Ventura, CA 93002-1244
Phone: 1-805-643-7044
Email: info@pasopacifico.org
Web: www.pasopacifico.org

NICARAGUA
Carretera a Masaya Km 12.4 
Residencial Villas del Prado, Casa No. 7 
Managua, Nicaragua 
Phone: +505-2279-8423 

We are grateful to the organizations, foundations, and businesses 
that generously supported Paso Pacífico in 2015.  
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